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PUBLIC SECTOR CORRUPTION — AUDITING REFORMS 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I acknowledge also the year 5s from Our Lady of Grace 
Primary School in North Beach who are in the public gallery today, including the Attorney General’s daughter, 
Lily Quigley, who has come along to enjoy things. I also acknowledge the member for Collie–Preston on his 
significant birthday. It is terrific to see him looking so well. 
Yesterday, I announced the immediate steps my government is taking in light of the charges laid against a former senior 
public servant at the Department of Communities. The conduct that is alleged to have occurred, which goes back many 
years, is quite frankly disgusting and an insult to the taxpayers of Western Australia, the 140 000 Western Australian 
public servants who do their job diligently and ethically, and the clients of the Department of Communities, some 
of whom are the most vulnerable people in the state. As Premier of Western Australia, I am furious on their behalf. 
Although the Corruption and Crime Commission and WA Police Force investigation is ongoing, it is essential that 
the state act immediately to improve accountability and restore trust in the public sector. In light of the revelations, 
what has gone on for decades cannot be allowed to continue. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Police! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: To that end, yesterday I announced the following changes: the need for agencies to have an 
audit committee that is independently chaired by someone external to the agency; regular rotation of external 
accounting firms that conduct internal audits; and segregation of duties in payment authorisation. Beyond this, the 
Auditor General will be requested to conduct targeted forensic audits of agencies’ contract management systems, 
which will be supported by data analytics measures. Structural changes will also be implemented, and the commercial 
and land development functions of the Housing Authority will be moved to Development WA. A steering committee 
will be established to progress these changes, which will report back to cabinet. These changes will require 
legislative amendments and will have a financial impact on the state budget. 
The SPEAKER: Members, if you want to have a meeting, go outside, please. Premier. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Finally, the Public Sector Commission will be conducting a review into the legal, administrative 
and governance systems inside the Housing Authority, for which the terms of reference have been released. The 
review will recommend further changes required at the authority and identify measures that can implemented 
across the public sector. 
This alleged corruption appears to go back a long time—well beyond the election of this government. We know 
that corruption flourishes under neglect. It takes reform as well as a culture of speaking out for this behaviour to 
be exposed. The recent success in uncovering these alleged frauds, which were happening under the previous 
government, speaks to the importance of the reforms this government has undertaken. Although it is disheartening 
and disappointing to see that individuals have potentially defrauded the state to this magnitude, the McGowan 
Labor government will not shrink from its duty to uncover corruption wherever it has been allowed to fester. 
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